No. F.2/1/2017-EE
Government of India
Archaeological Survey of India

Janpath, New Dethi-110011
Dated: May, 2017

To, - 06 JUN 2017

1. Prehistory and Excavation Branches, Archaeological Survey of india (ASH).

2. Building Survey Project and Temple Survey Project, ASI.

3. All State Departments of Archaeology.

4. All Universities having Department of Ancient History, Culiure and Archaeology.
S 5. /Besearch Institutions dealing with Archaeology.

WY yZes | BT Web Manager of ASI.

3% SUB:- INVITING PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION / EXCAVATION PROGRAMME FOR
be THE SEASON 2017-2018 — REGARDING. '

As you are aware that Section 24 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Bites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958 and Rules 1959 stipulates the approvai of the
&Zentrai Government for carrying out any archaeological excavation, which also includes
exploration or any operation aimed at discovery of abiects of archaeological character. In
order fo coordinate the excavation programme in the country all the proposals, which are
submifted to the Director General, ASI for the approval of the Central Government, are
considered by the Standing Committee of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeociogy (SC
of CABA) for its recommendation. -

Your attention is drawn to all such proposals for undertaking archaeological
excavation during the field season 2017-18, may be forwarded to this office with full
details as per the enclosed proforma, latest by 318t July 2017 for placing the same before
the SC of CABA. :

In case, the excavation programme is a continuation of earlier work, it shall also be
mentioned indicating the work done during the last season and scope for future planning
along with a detailed report of previous season’s work.

Further, the proposal should be problem-oriented in nature and scheme of work may

be'envisaged for future planning as well so that each year's work may not appear as
isolated venture.

Contd...2/-
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Proposal for excavation in the areas, which are not protected by the Central
Government, shall be submitted through the respective State Government who in their
turn, may certify that they intend to undertake or authorize the applicant to undertake
archaeological excavation in the area which is not a protected area. In the absence of
such recommendation by the concerned State Government, the proposal will be
liable to summary rejection and it will not be placed before the Standing Committes
of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology. This procedure has been prescribed by
the Government so as to fulfill requirements of Rule 24 of the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958 and Rules 1959.

Proposals for excavating a Centrally Protected Site shall, however be sent {o this
office directly, in duplicate, in Form H (format enclosed) along with a plan in triplicate
indicating the area to be excavated and distinctly marked in red. In case of continuation of
work, the area excavated during the last season (s) shall be marked in green ink.

The following points may however be kept in view while submitting the proposals:-

1. The proposals must be drawn and submifted with details as given in enclosed
proforma specimen including a plan of the site duly marking therein area proposed 1o
be excavated during the season. Further, the excavated area may be marked
distinctly.

2. The proposal should be research-oriented and aimed at filling the missing links and
gaps in Indian Archaeclogy and History with well-defined objectives particularly on
prehistoric investigation in north-eastern india, northern Neolithic investigation in
Kashmir and Ladakh and aiso to understand the origin and development of
Harappan Culture in the context of indigenous culture in Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan
and Gujarat. Besides ancient Buddhist setilements and early medieval and medieval
archaeology. '

. 3. The proposals may also be concentrated on salvaging of archaeological remains
wherever possible keeping in view of the destruction of archaeological sites due to
urbanizations, agricultural expansion, incipient industrialization and encroachment.

4. A comprehensive illustrated report on the result of excavation carried out by the
applicant during the last field season, as per approved programme, shail
mandatorily accompany the proposal. The Director General, ASI may publish this
report in his review. In the absence of such report, the proposal for the season
2017-18 may not be considered. Such report shall also be accompanied by a
detailed report on antiquity in Ferms IV (copy enclosed).

5. For the excavation in the areas not protected, by the Central Government, proposal
must route through the concerned State Government. However, an advanced
copy may be submitted to the Director General, ASI.

Contd..p.3/-
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. Applications to apply for proposals are open to class-l, Gazetted Officers of this
Survey, Assistant Professor and above from the recognized universities, Deputy
Directors / Directors of the state departments and Directors of other insfitutions
having similar status and experience.

. In case of Universities / Research Institutions, it is necessary that the proposals
should be signed by the Registrar / Head of the Institutions, respectively.

. All such proposal should reach this office positively by 318t July, 2017 direct as well
as through the concerned State Government.

. In case the recommendation from the State Government for approval of any
proposal of the University / Research Institution is not received on the due date i.e.
31¢t July 2017, the proposals will not be placed before the SC of CABA for its
scrutiny and it will be treated as rejected. '

10. Those who have already sent their p’roposa[s' for exploration / excavation for the
season 2017-18 prior to the issue of this circular will have to-send it afresh as per
enclosed specimen proforma.

11.1t may be noted that all the columns should be duly filled in and typewntten To

ensure clarity, handwritten applications may please be avoided.

12. PrOposals received after 31t July 2017 and which Iack the requnrements stipulated

above, will be summarily rejected.

13.Standing Committee in the meeting held on 3¢ January, 2015 also recommended

increase of financial assistance by Archaeological Survey of India to the Universities
and Research Institutions from 50% to 75%. The increased amount would be spent
specifically on scientific analysis and dating purposes only. The Director General,
Archaeological Survey of India has approved the same subject with the
condition that the enhanced amount will be gpent only on the scientific
analysis and for dating of the samples only to be paid directly to the
concerned agency.

Collaboration with foreign nationals / Institutions shall be carried out only after

obtaining approval of the Government of India. it shall be ensured by the Indian
Collaborators that proper research visa / permission of Ministry of Home Affairs / Ministry of
External Affairs of the foreign nationals / an individual associated with the project is
obtained prior to the submission of the proposal.

Writing the report Is integral part of any archaeological excavation. Therefore,

while submitting the proposals for excavation it should clearly be indicated whether
report on the previous excavation have been prepared and brought out. If not,

Contd..p.4/-
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detailed and cogent reasons must be indicated. It may please be nofed that no
approval for excavation will be granted if the above information is not furnished. The
Head of the Institution and Depariments shall clearly ensure that there is no
pendency in excavation reports of the concerned applicant. Further, they may
ensure that if the concerned applicant has pending excavation reports, the
application may not be forwarded. The completed reporis shall be submitted to the
Director General, Archaeological Survey of india, New Delhi in hard as well as soft
copy (pdf / format).

The applicants who have pending exploration/excavation report against their
names and those who have undertaken exploration/excavation in the last field
season are essentially required to submit an Interim Report together with list of
antiquity finds, good quality photographs of important finds and location map, along
with or before the receipt of fresh application proposal seeking permission/license.

The decision of the Director General, Archaeological Survey of India in
accepting or rejecting any proposais would be final.

NOTE: IN THE ABSENCE OF THE ABOVE THEIR APPLICATION MAY SUMMARILY BE
REJECTED.

Enci: As above

(Pravean Kumar Mishra)
Director (Exploration & Excavation)
E-mail: direxc.asi@gmail.com

Copy forwarded to all the (Directorate of Archaeology) State departments concerned
for information and prompt forwarding of the proposals for exploration / excavation in
respect of their State for the season 2017-18 with their recommendations for excavation. it
is necessary to fulfill the provisions stipulated in the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958 and the Rules made thereunder. The relevant
parts are reproduced below for your ready reference.

“No State Government shall undertake or authorize any person to undertake any
excavation or other like operation for archaeological purposes in any area which is not a
protected area except with the previous approval of the Central Government and in
accordance with such rules or directions, if any, as the Cenfral Government may make or
give in this behalf’.... [Section 24, the AMASR Act, 1958)

“Every State Government intending to undertake or authorize any person {0
undertake any archaeological excavation or other like operation in any area which is not
protecled area shalf intimate its intention to the Central Government at feast three months
prior to the proposed date of the commencement of the excavation or operatfon Y (Ru!e
24, the AMASR Rules, 1958).

Director (Explorgtion & Excavation)
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APPLICATION FOR CARRYING OUT EXPLORATION / EXCAVATION AT AREAS OTHER THAN
PROTECTED FOR THE FIELD SEASON 2017 -18 S

1. Name of the Project (Exploration/ Excavation)

o o=

1.

12.

13.

14.

Name and address of the applicant

{Enclose brief profile)

(If the application is on behalf of an institution, the
name thereof should be given)

Name of the site :

Locality:

District:

State:

Lat: Long:

Details of previous studies / brief report on work
carried out by the applicant during last field season on
the proposed site/area, if any

Project statement and objectives, time-frame
Extent of the proposed excavation or operation

(A plan of the site in triplicate showing in red
outline the extent of the proposed excavation or
operation to be attached)

Approximate expenditure and the anticipated funding
Composition of the team

Collaborator, if any

Plan for the presetvation, maintenance and proper
scientific storage of excavated remains and material,
Approximate Expenditure and Funding

Provision for archiving photo, drawing and other
documentation materials pertaining to excavation/
exploration

Stage of submission of the report(s) on previous exploration (S) / excavation(s) taken up by the applicant /
institution

Year Name of the site Stage of publication of report

Any other information

I declare that the above information is correct. 1 also undertake to observe the provisions of the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and the rules made there under.

Station: ‘ Signature of the applicant

Date: (if the application is on behalf of an institution, the signature

should be that of the head of the institution, which term includes
Seal of the Institution the Registrar of a University)

Recommendation of the State Government
(Sites other than Centrally protected)
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FORM -1l

Application for License to excavate in a Centrally Protected Area
for the field season 2017-2018 ' .

 (Vide rule 12)

1 Name and address of applicant
(if the application is on behalf of
an institution, the name thereof
should be given)

2. Name of the site
Locality
District
State

3 Extent of the proposed excavation
and time-frame (a pian of the site
in triplicate showing in red outline
the extent of the proposed
excavation to be attached)

4, Approximate expendifure on the
proposed excavation

i declare that the above information is correct. | also undertake to observe the provisions of
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and the rules made
thereunder. -

\\

Station:
Date:

Seal of the institution .
Signature of the Applicant

(if the application is on behalf of
an institution, the signature
should be that of the head of the
institution, which term includes
the Registrar of a university)
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FORM 1V

Report on Antiquities excavated in a protected area

(Vide rule 16)
Name of site
Locality
District
State _ ,
Report for the period from-—- to

S. No. Class of | Material | Number of antiquities Appx. - | Remarks
antiquities Complete | Fragmentary | age

Station:
Date:

Signature of the Licensee

1- In the case of potsherds, the approximate number shouid be stated.
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