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PREFACE

ﬂmumuﬁundhmﬂhudinﬂmﬁﬁnﬁngmmmﬂmthymh
183839 as Superintendent of the Frontier Cirole, Lahore. Almost immediately
lﬂurwudn,the-pnhuuﬁunufthadmmgﬂsdmhudnﬁﬁﬂmaf
India, where the report was to sppear, wss suspended aa & result of war-time
mﬂiuﬁmunprinﬁng,mdhtﬂﬂnﬂ;ﬂpuﬂlﬂﬁmnfthnnﬁmmﬂw
abandoned.

ﬁmﬁnﬁwﬂa@ht@edﬂqhﬂr&wﬂh&hﬂdhmpw&bnt.m
difficulties did not end here, The antiquities and records of the excavation, kept
hﬁauﬁmufthahunﬁmﬁrde,huﬁeMMH:ﬂthpnﬁﬁwaf
India. The result has been that same of the line-drawings had to be reproduced from
the photographs of tbe drawings which were available on this side of the border. A
proper selection of pottery and other sntiquities for illustration had aiso to be
ruled out for the same reason. The suthor is fully alive to these shortoomings in
memmhmfmhmntmmmmﬂhgmmmanmﬂyhﬂmmh
thﬂmﬁhmrmullmﬁnﬂﬂﬂtmltw

or explore the neighbouring areas.
1. L. S

New Dt

Adpril 15, 1951,
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EXCAVATION AT AGROHA, PUNJAB

Agrohi is situsted on the metalled road between Hissar and Fatehabad st a
distance of 14 miles from the former. A series of rolling mounds of varying heighta,
the highost being whout 87 fest nhove the surrounding ground level (pl. I), oceupy
about 650 acres of land towards the north-west of the village known by the name
of Agrohd. Tradition avers that R&ji Agra, Ister named as Agra Sain, used to live
here and the remainas of the Fort on the top of the mound are connected with his
residencel.

It can be ssid with a certain degree of acouracy that Agrohd owes its origin
to Agra and the anciént name of the town was Agrodaka as revealed on the coins
found in the excavation. The Fort, howewer, on the top was constructed by Dewin
Nannomal, who was an Agrawal by caste and in the employ of Riji Amar Singh
of Patiila (A.D, 1765-1781).

Agrohd appears to have been mentioned by Ptalemy, who calls it ‘Agara’
which cannot be identified with Agra (U.P.) or Agar near Ujjsin, as ascertained
by Reynal® on the authority of Bernoulli s French traveller in AD. 1781. 1In the
medieval period Zidu'-d Din Barani* and Shams-i-Sirkj “Afif* have described Agroha
or ‘Agrah’ as a flourishing town forming an important division of the newly laid
town of Hisir-i-Firfiza. The severe famine in Mibammad Tughlug's time had
caused considerable havoe at Agrohd and it was & deserted city as evidenced by
Ibn.i-Batta®. The Intter gives an socount of the demolition of the Hindu temples
and huil&mgna.ml the utilization of the material by Firfiz Shah Tughlng in cons-
tructing his Hiskri-Firiza. The buildings like Gujrl Mabal, Firiz Shih's Mosque

and Jahikz Kothi at Hissir and the mosque at Fatehibid bear testimony to this
fact,

It was in the year 188880 when Mr. C. J. Rodgers”, Archaeological Surveyor
of the Punjab Clircle, carried out partial excavations on one of the smaller mounds
to a depth of 18 ft, and unearthed solid brick walls and floors, paved causeways
and sbundance of ashes and signs of buming. His diggings were restricted to 15
days only and the objects which he brought to light consisted of coins, beads,
fragmenta of soulptures and terracottas encrugted with lime, bearing signs of burning.

| D, Batyabstu's book Aprwed! J&5 Kd Prdckis fikde contaies valuable (nformation which has gretefully been
usen by mn.

2 Grifhn, Pusjob Rogas & Punjab Stote Gussttorrs. Yol XVIE A.

1 1. W, MeCrindle, Ancfent Jmiia ar dssoribed by Piolemy, p 184

4 Eliot, The Hisiery of India, Vol II1, p. 248,

5 e, p. 300,

8 Combvidge Fistory wf India, Vol ITI, p. 158,

T Reponi of the Pusgjnb Cirde of ik Archamiogical Bursey for |NE0-80, pp. 41-42,
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In 1938-39 a portion of the high and extensive mound immediately to the
south of the road was taken up for trial excavations. This mound, like others, was
thickiy littered with brickbata nll over the surface. Rains have in the past been
responsible for outting numerous gorges in the mound exposing oceasionally to
viow the remains of walls. The choice of this partionlar spot for operation was
partly influenced by the remaina of & solid brick wall about 6 ft: high which was
revealed in ane such ravine, running from north to south and eutting right acros
the heart of the mound. Here a trench, 500 long and 30 wide running east to
west, was sunk to a depth of 12 ft. below surface (pl. IT A). The work was further
extended towards the north where a trench mossuring 80 ft. > 30 ft. (ita width
was 55° upto the first 45" in length from the point where it met the main trench)
and running north to sonth was jeined to the main trench at right angle to form a
T shape (pl. ITT). The last 120" of the eastern fringe of the main trench lie on a
utesp slope of the mound. Out of this length 40 ft. at the extrems cast were availed
of for digging deep pits and the reat for terraced excavation consisting of 4 steps,
each measuring 30" 20" with an average height of 6 ft. The last step was levelled
to 40° % 30" in Sqrs. Tp/2, 3, 7 and 8 and the two pits sunk alternately in Sqre. 7p/3
and 7 were carried to 28} ft. below the surface of the mound (pl. TI B). The
bottom of the pit is about 2 ft. higher than the road level. T shall now desdribe
the trench and take up the pits latar which brought to light sntiquities of far reaching
importance.

The trench revealed the remains of & wall-planned and prosperous sottlement,
All the structures were of burnt brick and pertained to dwelling houses casily dis-
tinguishable from each other, the full extent of each not yet being clear {pl III).
Except o few fragmentary walls and pavements in sub-squares TL[1, 2, T™/5, 10,
which were only 2 ft. below the surface of the mound and were thus assigned to the
Ist stratum, the entire structures in the trench were of the seoond stratum, though
tops of walls of the third stratum were struck here and there,

All the rooms in the trenoh were uniformally excavated to an average depth
of 12 ft. Some of the rooms in the south-western side were mostly paved. An
example of & small shrine in the wall of & room was revealed in square TL/2 (pl. IV A).
The entrances to rooms were well defined by prominent door-sills (pl. IV B). No
charred wood pertaining to door frames was found ; but the use of woodsn doars
can be inferred from the recovery of a large number of iron objects, viz., nails, fiat
bars, door-ringa, clasps and clamps, ete,, all acorssories to wooden door-frames,

A deposit of ashes and signs of burning were found in almost all the rooms at
various depths covered by squares 7K and 7L; particularly in the rooms in sguares
7L/4. 5 which appear to be important as they yielded burnt birch bark manuscript,
clay seul, inscribed die and burnt sculptures, a small gold bead and charred grains,
ete. Deposit of white lime was also found in the rooms in squares TN/1,2. It may
also be remarked that no single souplture was found in tact but fragments of severnl
sculptures were recovered bearing distinet traces of burning.
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No antiguities worth mentioning were foond in the first stratum ; but the
gocond was oa varied and rich in portable objects as the labyrinth of well-lsid
out rooms. About 401 antiquities were brought to light in the trench up to an
average depth of 12 ft. comprising poftery, terrnootta and copper objects, fragmenta
of stone soulptures, plaques, grinding stones, beads, shell bangles, coins, iron imple-
ments and objects including accessories to wooden door-frames, inscribed elay
die, & burnt birch bark manuscript and s clay seal.

The pottery objects consisted mostly of big earthen jars with incised hines
around (pl. V A) spouted jars, Eandis, perforated vases and bowls, vases with and
withont spouts, dabbers, incense burners, cups, lids and dishes {pls. V B and VI A and
B). No painted pottery was found exeept un earthen spouted jar, which had the
black design of wavy eye-lids sbove the spqut. Specimens of pottery objects with
their numbers have been shown in measured drawings (pls. VII and VIII).

Among the selected terracotta objects found in the trench mention may he
made of & heavily incised dish (pl. IX, 1), four volour-boxes (two illustrated,
pl. IX, 2 and 3); a decorated mttle (pl. IX, 4) and & small model shrine {pl. IX, 5).
Two round terracotta docorated tablets (pl. IX. 6 and 7) and one flat oval tablet
pierced with two holes in the centre and & circular groove rnning sll round (pl. IX, )
probably meant for winding thread—were found in squares 7P/3 and TN/3 at a
depth of 3’ and 4 respectively. A number of terracotts animal figurines were
picked up from the trench, e.g., horses (pl. IX, 9-11), bulls (pl. IX, 12-14), and dogs
(pl. IX, 15). A beautiful spout resombling the neck of a peacock was found at-a
depth of 8' in square 80/10 (pl. IX, 18).

The noteworthy copper objects recovered were a sword in square TM/2.at a
depth of 8’ 67 (pl. IX, 17),.spoon at a depth of 10" 67 (pl. IX, 18), chain in square
6L/19 st a depth of & (pl. IX, 19), bangle (dism. 1§%) in square 7N/3 at a depth
of 5’ (pl. IX, 20), enr ornament in square TN/1 at o depth of 1°, which is of the 1st
steatum (pl. 1X, 21), and a copper discoid spacer in square 7L/4 at a depth 8’ 6
(pl. IX, 22).

Many stone sculptures, but all in fragments and showing signs of burning,
were found in squares 7TL/4 and 5 (pl. X, 57). One sculpture pieced together
found in TL[4 at a depth of §° 4" represents an image standing on Jotus supported
by Nagas (ht. 1’ 737, pl. X, 1).

Among the plagues (length 2§ to 5]7) found in squares TK/10, 71/2, TL/4
and 6L/20 at a depth of 7' to 10, three are of stone (pl. X, 2, § and 4) ; and one of
terracotta (pl. X, 8). Mshishisuramardini ia represented in pl. X, 4 and 8, & seated
hﬂ:gtﬂithlfmﬂelrhndingh_vinpl.x.3In&probuh}ynﬂuhulinpl.x_.g_

A few grinding stones and pesties were found in square 7N/1 (pl. XL, 5. A
stone pedestal (8 x B}"x ]7) showing hunting soene was recovered from square
6L/10 ata depthof 7' (pl. XL 1) and also several architectural picces pertaining to a
temple containing desorations and figures in the panels (pl. XT; 2-4),
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Beads of ngate, carneling, shell, pottery and glass, of different shapes, were
found mostly in squares 7K, TL, 7N and 7P (pl. XTI, 7-11) noteworthy among them
being & copper barrel-shaped bead found in square TL/4 at a-depth of 63" (pl. X1, 8)
and a tiny gold bead in square TL/5 at & depth of 10° (pL XTI, 9). A decorsted
pottery terminal was found in square 7P/3 at a depth of 6' (pl. XI, 10).

Among miscellaneons finds mention may be made of finger rings, one of ivory
and another of horn (pl, XI, 12-13), shell bangles plain and incised (pl. XTI, 14-17)
and & libation spoon of horn found in square TN/2 at a depth ‘of 8' (pl. XI, 8).

Thirteen copper coins, all obliterated and undeciphershle, were found in
squnres 6L/24, 7L/, TL/6, TM/10, TN 2 and 70/10, at & depth ranging from 6' to
11§

A heap of iron objects was unenrthed from squares 8L/14, 7L/4 and TL/6
at n depth ranging from 6° to 104", Tt included o variety of objects, e.g., hanging
belly (pl. XII, 1), dishes (pl. X11, 2), lamp with handle (pl. XTI, 5}, axes and aickles
(pl. XTI, 3-4), handles of sticks ( pl. XTI, 6 and 8), nails (pl. X11, 9), ring (pl. XTI,
7) ete., nccesxaries to wooden door-frames.

Besides the finds mentioned sbove, three insoribad objects, wiz., an h‘:!mihed
terracotta tablet, hurnt birch bark manuseript and clny seal deserve gpecial mention.

The - terracotta tablet with  handle. measurmg 7" x1§" x1}*, folund
in square TK/4 ata depth of 11° 3*, contiting the seven staras or notes of the musical
scale in the reverse order, viz., s, wi, dﬁu,pu,mﬂ.ﬁu,ri.minthnﬂmiptufthm
century A. 1. (pl. XIII, 1) y

The text of the burnt hirch bark manuseript found in square 7L/5 at depth
of 5° carmot be identified asit is only in very small fragments  (pl. X1, 10). The
soript resembles the Bakbshali mannscript, ascribed to the fth century A. D. on
palneographical grounds, 1t is a pity that the manuscript was found burnt and
thus a valuable record has been lost.

A olay seal (2] <2} % 17) with & hole was found in square TL/5 at a dqpth_‘
of 8 (pl. XIIL 2). Tt beats marks of severs burning and the legend on the seal
below the bull in Brahmi is damaged to ensure satisfoctory  decipherment, As
suggestod by Dr. N. P. Chakeavarti, a tentative reading of the first line as Pavansio
[Rudre] is given, 1In the seoond line only two lotters dha and ma are visible and
this muy again be tentatively restored to dharmma. 1t will not be wrong to assume
that the opithet Pavaseba given to Rudea (if the reading is correct) is not improper
as Rudra is also agnimirti.  Pdavaneio may also mesn ‘pure’ and the epithet to
Rudra is in no way thus inappropriste. It may be mentioned that the bull
Vihona of Sivi has been found on seal in the excavations at Basirh, Besnagar,
Bhita, Kaud@mbi, eto., also on several Yuudheys cluy seals.

The two pits sunk alternately in squares 7P/3 and 7P/7 yielded 128 portable
sntiquities and a ring-well (dism. 2 8°). The top ring corresponded to the ground
level of the period which is 23" 8* below the surface. Internally the well was oleared

to = depth of 3’ where evidence of four rings olosely laid one upon the other was
found.
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Of the portable antiquities found in the pits, mention may be made of two

crude terracotta human figurines found at a depth of 3' 6° and 47 rospectively

(pl. XIII, 8).
A small hord of five silver coins (pl. XIII, 4.5), buried in & pottery vage

(pl. XIIL 6), waa found in square 7P/$ &t a depth of 14”. It cantained 6ne coin
each of Antialkidas, Apollodotos, Strato, Amyntas and one punch-marked coin
with salur and tree symbol. The other hoard of 51 mostly rectangular coins (pl.
XIIT, 7-9) buried in a wide-mouthed pottery wvase (pl. X11IL, 10) was found in the
same square and atrthe pame depth.  These coins contrined the inseription Agodala
Agicha Janapodesa with tree in railing on the ohverse; and bull, lion uned in three
instances composite animals with part of the sgame inecription on the reverse. These
coins establigh the identity of Agrohit with the ancient Agrodaks, perhaps founded
by Agm, the reputed fore-father of the Azrawals,

A list of the coins is given below :—

\

2 No. Wimggive
Diserripiion
n
1 .- 20 g, O, apaeha jonspriess. . and bree in miling.
. picha fana. . wnd bull sending e rigkh
] .. - T Obr, 9. . fanapadans and ires in miling.
a 54 E TR b, opacha fu. . and teee in raifing.
Row. Ball sanding to Tof probubly in rayed  eirein
% e R O, - = - - s garapocloes novd teee (n walling,
Rav. vopofan . . e bl standing o right.
sl .2 m - D, epodabe mpiiena . ared e |n railing.
. Bull standing w righe ' :
@ +41 = Ot agedu-ageh foupes. . and teew i miling.
e, Bl wearvding to right & inclinkinrt inseription,
v 4 I O, opatabe anils fanape ard the tee in ruiling.
K, Hall weanding to lefk in mywl slnils,
8 = 9 = O, Endintinst desreipeien: toee in railing,
Rov. Bull {Mursed) manding o right.
] + - O, N e LR
Hav. Buill standing ta right.
o AR m - Otrr. apadiake 85 . and te {ilasnaged),
Hev. Bull standing 1o right [T)
n .08 m - Otr. T'mwe, indeription affssd.
E Turr, Tlurred.
12 55 25 O, v opichafa. . snd tree in eailing,
Rev. Hall mterlisg 1o sight (Hursed),
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8. Na. e Walght Desaripiion
L b
1 - -80 i g | ob Buremd,
i Pull ssazding to right.
1 ] A 13- Obw. cevvs il .
: Ror, Mbusrea,
1w .. = » - Db, BETL T T T —
P, Boll etancling t= ik
1w 3 .23 - T e, Tree.  Indistines insoription.
Ry, Mlhndlquh&.m.ﬁ.iu
L H] Ja -4 = b, “mapadns. . wod tew in miling.
Haw, m;r..u-—mmmmm be
14 o LAk n " O, Trem, blarral,
e | Q1 Sy ool ot e,
1 81 - 58 . - Dby + opasha Soepads. agais Janaps. .ast tree in miling
Har. muﬂtﬂu-m _muuhu
F 57 a5 w Cbrr, uil..huu..-llh-hﬂ‘.
. Flev. Bull haad booking right,
n 53 52 =5 - Dby, so e . mnd roe, blureed,
Furr. Punfhn:tndpu-h!ﬂnl.
" ) El M on O mﬂ-qhhi-q-..-ﬂ-inﬂh‘
Femw, e comtipimlbe animal s on Mo, 37,
n i 57 M " i, mﬁh,ﬁhh-ﬂmmmﬂu.
R, Lion lusimg right in oirele.
- 5 a5 - . < poeha. . wncd tews i rwiling.
R, Boll manding ta sight ia reyed sirde.
‘. A -5 Hh " O, e SRR —
) L P Blizrpsg,
Il - -5t T Ot ..nunf-u-h..-dh-nmq.
Mo, Farwns park of bull standinig o right in rayed sirsis.
t .o . L R Gbw.. +#ha famapelsns sod viee in railing.
1 Hav. Bl standing w right, blaemd.
= 7 .o L T O, 8. da aplichs fonapads () and Sren,
| A et et
N A R R T .
i T ok m-mum
n -2 5 e AL The swu-ﬁﬂ-hh..ht-h
) Tev,

Lo
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B Ko Walgne Deaeripnbon
S 8
e .5 .o 2= g Obv. Purt of the tres.  Hlarmd,
Harv, Ball standing s befl in eirche.
T T N ®w " O, Blysrwd,
T, Baall maauling vo righn,
) LA al T Obre. Trow sl & fowr indislinet leitere
Rav. Ball stsnslang e righd in oirck,
an g ad P Oliv. ;ﬂ-ﬁﬁii—ﬂ-ﬂﬁ-uﬂmmrﬂh;.
R v o x wifin mdmumhmm-'m,.
30 58 a8 ' O o« dade ploba fanapads. . trve n relling.
Bev. Bl stamd by 0 Fight i reyed sircde.
n <M -8l M- O, +- dabe pleha fanupa. . and tees It miling.
- il W - L D
N .58 LAl B = O apafabe. . anid tres in ralling
M .83 .51 an ¢ Oler. apols aga. . .. arul tres (n miling.
Harv. Laam (1)
- R .7 M O, --l-‘-.ﬁ-l:-d . ol tres (n emillig, There asn trace
Rev. Hull standing 10 kefy in rimle
" 0 . Y Obv. Inisnripblin instistined, tree in Pailing,
T, Baull stsnrding to right in eimie,
Lt o2 ol B " (e, Trwn [abothy winihde,
B, Ball staslling to nft, faint,
It ) B les v O, apicha jamis anul bowe i railing, !
v e, ke ot kb par o il sbaing
“ ) . - b, g .. . tres n maillng.
Har, Hull stasuding o right.
[ B « 0 M~ O, ﬁ#}m...ﬂmmnﬂi‘
Hare, Liem stanling o right
m LAl L0 R Ob, opdeda ju .. pods and toes in railing.
Hav, Bull partly pesserved, stasslizg 1o right.
47 A 5 n - Oy, m&..n.ﬂhhuﬁqupm
Her, Brull standing to right.
- o - a " Oov, opeclhn . _mand Aren inoruiling,
Haw. __‘.d-j-_‘p-tufnihu‘udli-hﬂn'rilh.
L] L -85 w0 - O, oo ookl . pdass sl tree in eniling.
Hrr, Blursed.
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f. Xo. b Weight 1 Dssasiptizm
L B.
s0 50 a0 25 gra. [ Agoda.... ... il trow in railing,
Moy, Bl stwnd ing ban right in ainle.
it .56 L Ovy, -odade agicha Janupeda. . aind teve In mailing.
| o Meill starsling ta right. i

From observations regarding signs of burning in the rooms apd débris and
scquisition of demolished and burnt sculptures, clay sesl and manuseript and a
deposit of ashes, ete., upto 12 in the muin trench, it may be concluded that the
site was subjected to sevire disturbunce and therefore the finds—save perhaps
in the pit—weire disturbed. The recovery of Indo-Greek coins and the Agodata
coins in the pit bave so far estublished the antiguity of the place to about the 2nd
century B. C, It is therefore possible that excuvetions on a large scale at thia
place may yield important antimuities of an earlier period.

OIPT—M—17 Depit of Arch,—830. |52 —500
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(lonerml view of Agrohl Maupnd.
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A. Byrise Ins wall in ovqrams TL2.

B, (looe vigw of strugtures in stmtom I,






Pravm V

Bpacimena of postery.






Prare VI

Specimens of pottery.






mimaes of potiery.
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Prirz 1X

| =10, miscollanecns terrscotta objeota 1 1722, poppar aljeota
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Prate XI

1=, atono objoets 1 0, apaon of horp 3 T—11, baada ; 12—17, pemonal cruatments






1—4, ohjents of metal ; 10, fragmanta of hirch bark manuseript.
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1, inaceited termeotta fnlilet ;

2, clax soal : 0, terracotta figurines ; 410, roins and twn pate sotitainig thbm.
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